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Sleeping Danger in Plain Sight

On October 3, 2024, an unexploded ordnance (UXO0) detonated on the taxiway of Miyazaki Airport,
causing the ground to collapse by about one meter. If this UX0 dates back to World War II,

it means that the threat had lain dormant for nearly 80 years hefore resurfacing.

The photographs illustrate the U.S. military’s UX0 disposal training. The first photo shows

a controlled detonation conducted by the 725th EOD Team of the 441st EOD Battalion, Task Force Troy,
and the Iraqi 9th Army Disposal Company near Bassami, Iraq, on July 13, 2010.

The second image features a U.S. Marine Corps EOD technician during a standoff munitions
disruption exercise at Camp Hansen, Okinawa, on September 23, 2024.
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